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beginning evidence that British statesmanship had
not correctly assessed the situation which it had to
meet.

In international affairs nothing spreads more
quickly than an impression. From a comparison of
the attitudes adopted by the British and French
Governments on the one hand and the German on the
other the impression was not slow to form, nor slow
to spread, that Germany was on the up-grade, whereas
France and Great Britain were on the decline. Early
evidence of this was provided by the conclusion in
January 1934 by Poland, which in the previous year
had suggested summary methods for dealing with
Germany's resurgence, of a ten years' pact of non-
aggression with Germany. It is true that a term of
this Pact was the renunciation by Germany of her
eastern claims against Poland for the period of the
Pact; but, in view of Hitler's denunciation of the
Pact midway through its currency, it may perhaps
be doubted as to whether the renunciation was ever
intended on the German side to be more than a
temporary renunciation of convenience until the
time for promoting such claims became more propi-
tious. Further, Germany gained quietude on her
eastern frontier in order to pursue her other objec-
tives. To realize the full extent of the German
diplomatic triumph it must be borne in mind that
since the War Poland had ranked as a client of
France in matters of European foreign policy. But
in addition to their respect for the growth of German
strength, the Polish Government was also attracted
by the anti-Soviet aspect of their policy. The
inherent feeling of hostility between Germany and
Russia, born of ancient race antagonism and con-
flicting ideology, had been strengthened in 1933
by the tactless claim to German participation in
Russian territories put forward by Herr Hugenberg